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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO: State Board of Education 

 
FROM: Mike Flanagan, State Superintendent  

 
SUBJECT: Approval of Criteria for Early Learning Enhancement Grant 
 

 
The Michigan Department of Education, Office of Great Start, has received 

supplemental funding from the Michigan Legislature for the purposes of providing 
services to early childhood providers to strive for higher quality ratings under the 
Office of Great Start tiered quality rating and improvement system. 

 
The Early Learning Enhancement Grant will support increased access to high quality 

early learning and development programs for those children with the highest needs 
prior to kindergarten.   The funding can be combined with their other funding 
sources to support children with a full-day, full-year early learning opportunity 

while the child’s parent(s) is either working or enrolled and participating in an 
approved education or training program.   
 

It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the Criteria for Early 

Learning Enhancement Grant as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum 
dated January 22, 2013. 
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MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 

Criteria for Early Learning Enhancement Grant 

 
The State Board of Education has adopted as its goal “Continue developing an 

effective and equitable performance-based system that achieves academic growth 
and successful outcomes for all students.”   
 

To the extent possible, all grant criteria and grant awards will serve to further 
attain the above goal.  

 
PRIORITIES, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS THAT THESE CRITERIA SUPPORT 
This grant supports the Board’s priorities on Early Childhood Education and Care, 

specifically by increasing access to high quality early learning and development 
programs for those children with the highest needs prior to kindergarten entry.  

 
 

PURPOSE / BACKGROUND OF GRANT 
 

 Competitive       Formula       New       Continuation     
 

This project will provide Early Learning and Development Programs with an 

opportunity to utilize multiple sources of early childhood funding to create 
continuity of care in a full time, full year setting with the goal of increasing the 

number of high needs children in quality early learning and development programs.   

Research shows that young children who receive a high quality early learning 
experience from infancy to age five do better in reading and math and are more 

likely to stay in school longer, graduate from high school, and attend a four-year 
college.  In Michigan, most high-quality early care and education programs do not 

have the financial resources to offer high-quality, full-day services year-round.  
When programs seek to layer funding from the Child Development and Care (CDC) 
Program, Head Start and the Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP), current 

policies and funding levels hinder success. This initiative aims to address these 
problems through coordinating the provision of full day, full year child care subsidy 

reimbursement to qualifying high quality programs, as assessed by the program’s 
achieved rating in Great Start to Quality, Michigan’s Tiered Quality Rating and 
Improvement System, with the alignment of policies with those of other funding 

streams and private sector practice.   
 
CRITERIA 
 
Date criteria were last approved  ____________ N/A _______________ 
 

 Defined in Statute   Defined in Department’s Approved           Proposed    
      Grant Application to the Funder                    by Staff 

 
 
The main criteria upon which subgrantees will be selected are the following: 
 

 Program’s quality level. Programs must have achieved three, four, or five 

stars in Great Start to Quality, Michigan’s Tiered Quality Rating and 
Improvement System. 



 Program’s demonstration of how the grant will be used to improve the quality 
of early care and education available in participating sites. 

 Program’s demonstration of how the grant will be used to enhance services 

and program accessibility to families. 

 Program’s plan to coordinate with the local early childhood community in 

areas such as communication/information sharing, shared training, shared 
resources, and other examples of coordination.   

 Program’s model to ensure all eligible children are considered for a grant 

funded slot and to assess priority for awarding slots to eligible children. 

 Priority points will be awarded to programs utilizing a shared services model  

or participating in any of the following: 

o a School Meals program  

o the Child and Adult Care Food Program 

o the Office of Great Start Preschool and Child Care Coordination Grant 

o a school wide consolidation pilot project 
 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS / TARGET POPULATION TO BE SERVED BY GRANT 
 
Eligible applicants include Child Care Centers, Group Child Care Homes, and Family 
Child Care Homes that are currently licensed or registered by the Department of 
Human Services Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing and are all of the following: 

1) receiving or eligible to receive CDC funding 

2) engaged in collaboration with either Early Head Start, Head Start and/or the 
Great Start Readiness Program 

3) in good standing with Early Head Start, Head Start, or GSRP with a quality 
level of three, four, or five stars in Great Start to Quality 

4) planning to serve children in a single classroom or setting for a full, ten-plus 
hour day and a 12 month calendar year   

 
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE 
 
This is a two year grant with up to $1,250,000 available in each FY2014 and 
FY2015 for a total of $2,500,000 available over the two year grant period. 
 
 
STATUTE 
 
Public Act 29 of 2012 
 
OFFICE ADMINISTERING GRANT / PROGRAM CONTACT 
 
Office of Great Start - Division of Child Development and Care 
Director, Lisa Brewer Walraven 
517-373-4116 

 


